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LAND MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Full Council adopted a comprehensive Land Management Framework for the sale/disposal 
 of Breckland Council-owned land (see Appendix A) at their meeting held 6 September 
 2005.  This framework was designed to simply explain the Council’s processes and options. 
 
1.2  The Land Management Officer continues to sell surplus land at the best price reasonable 

 obtainable and in accordance with the adopted framework all sales are conditional on the 
 purchaser obtaining any necessary planning permission before a sale proceeds to 
 completion. 

 
1.3 Historically, the Council has not wanted to be in a position whereby members of the 
 public purchase areas of Council-owned land and having paid the consideration payable 
 and the Council’s legal costs, the purchaser was subsequently unsuccessful with a 
 planning application for change of use, as this would result in the land having to be retained 
 for community use.  
 
2. KEY DECISION 
 
2.1 This is not a key decision. 
 
3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 
 
3.1 This matter raised in this report falls(s) within the following council priorities: 
 

• A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities. 
 
4. PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE LAND MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 
 

4.1  The Council has on several occasions been asked by prospective purchasers whether a 
 sale of Council-owned land could proceed without them firstly obtaining planning 
 permission for change of use.  Such sales would be completed at the purchasers own risk. 

 
4.2 To amend the Land Management Framework to allow surplus land to be sold without 
 prospective purchase(s) having to firstly obtain planning permission would be a significant 
 advantage to both the purchaser and the Council.   
 

This report requests an amendment to the Land Management Framework to allow surplus 
land to be sold without prospective purchaser(s) having to firstly obtain planning permission 

for change of use. 



4.3 Advantages include the Land Management Officer being able to complete sales without 
 having to wait for the purchaser to submit a planning application and for the determination 
 of such application, which is a minimum of eight weeks. 
 
4.4 Furthermore, the Council recovers legal costs associated with such matters; thus it is in the 
 prospective purchaser’s interest to be able to complete a sale as quickly as possible to 
 avoid incurring additional legal costs.  The Council’s solicitors are obliged (in accordance 
 with the Land Management Framework and as per the Land Management Officers 
 instruction) not to complete a sale without receiving a copy of the necessary planning 
 consent for change of use. 
 
5. OPTIONS 
 
5.1 That Cabinet recommends to Full Council to amend the Land Management Framework to 
 allow surplus land to be sold without prospective purchaser(s) having to firstly obtain 
 planning permission for change of use. 
 
5.2 That the Land Management Framework not be amended. 
 
6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
6.1 To enable land transactions, once approved, to be completed as quickly as possible. 
 
6.2 To ensure prospective purchaser(s) are not incurring additional legal costs. 
 
7. RECOMMENDATION 
 
7.1 That Cabinet recommend to Full Council to amend the Land Management Framework to 
 allow  surplus land to be sold, without prospective purchaser(s) having to firstly obtain 
 planning permission for change of use. 
 
 
Appendix A – Land Management Framework. 
 
 
 
This report has taken account of the need for compliance with the Council’s Equal Opportunities 
Policy and the requirements of Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and the Human 
Rights Act 1998.  This report raises no matters to which attention specifically needs to be drawn 
under the legislation. 


